
Historic Downtown Liberty Farmers Market 

2026 Rules and Regulations 
Business office: 11 N. Gallatin Liberty, MO 64068 

2026 Market Season: Saturdays, May – October, 8AM to Noon  
 

PRIMARY GOALS OF THIS FARMERS' MARKET 
 To be a profitable outlet for the farmers and craft vendors who sell there 
 To increase customers in the downtown business district, providing additional 

opportunities for downtown businesses to interact and attract customers 
 To provide a predictable, ample selection and variety of high quality fresh, locally-grown 

produce for market guests. 
 
RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL VENDORS AND PRODUCTS 

1. Set-up/Tear-down: Vendors are required to be set up no later than 7:45 AM, weather 
permitting. Vendors must use tent weights on each pole for safety. HDLI is not to be 
held responsible for damage to people, vehicles, surrounding buildings and inventory 
due to improper set up.  
All streets will be closed with barricades promptly at 8AM and no vendors will be 
allowed to set up thereafter. No exceptions. Tear down begins at noon.  
Note: In the interest of public safety, vendors may not begin teardown or leave the 
market prior to the 12:00 PM closing time. This policy applies to all vendors without 
exception. Vendors who sell out before closing should plan to display promotional or 
business materials until the market concludes. 
All vendors should depart from the designated Farmers’ Market area by 1 PM. All 
vendors must sweep up their areas before leaving and assist in cleaning the common 
area used for the market. Vendors must not discard refuse of any kind in or around 
trash receptacles.  

2. Signage and pricing: All vendors are required to display a clearly visible sign with the 
name of their business. All vendors are required to display the bulk of their merchandise 
on tables with prices clearly marked for each item available for sale. HDLI will provide a 
sign with the payment type(s) accepted at each vendor’s booth. This sign must be 
clearly displayed for the duration of each market day.  

3. Insurance and liability:  
Vendors must provide a Certificate of Liability Insurance in the amount of $1 million, 
naming Historic Downtown Liberty, Inc. and the event as the certificate holder and 
additional insured. Proof of insurance is required for participation as a vendor. 
A copy of this will be submitted to the Market Manager prior to attending the market. 
Liability and Indemnity: The vendor agrees to protect, defend, hold harmless, and 
indemnify Historic Downtown Liberty, Inc. (HDLI), its directors, officers, agents, 
employees, and volunteers from any and all claims, actions, liabilities, attorney’s fees, 
damages, and losses arising from or related to the vendor’s participation in the event. 



HDLI is not responsible for any loss or damage to merchandise or personal property 
within the vendor’s booth, regardless of the cause. 

4. Sales tax: All vendors are responsible for collecting and remitting any applicable local 
and/or State of Missouri sales taxes. The City of Liberty’s new sales tax rate went into 
effect October 1, 2025. 
Total Basic Rate: 9.85% 
Total Historic Downtown Liberty CID District Rate: 10.85% 
(Some areas may include an additional 1% CID or TDD tax.) 

 See: City of Liberty – Sales & Other Taxes 
See also: Missouri DOR Sales Tax Lookup 
 

5. Locally grown and resale: Farmers are encouraged to sell only agriculture produce 
grown by themselves on farms within a 200 mile radius from Downtown Liberty. 
Produce may be purchased for resale; however it must be grown by another farmer 
within a 200 mile radius from Downtown Liberty. The buyer/re-seller must take 
responsibility for the quality and safety of the purchased produce, must separate it from 
their own locally-grown produce and must label it as “resale” on the price placard.  
Resale items must not exceed 25% of items being sold (measured by % of table space.) 
The source of products must be made available upon request of market leadership or 
Farmers' Market guests and include the origin farm/business name, city and state. 
Failure to provide legitimacy may result in discontinuation of the questioned product’s 
sale. 

6. On-site inspections: All vendors must agree to and be willing to assist in the inspection 
of their farms, production facilities or craft construction area by a representative of the 
Farmers' Market. 

7. Permitted items for sale: Farmers are permitted to sell fresh fruits and vegetables, 
plants and trees, fresh and dried flowers, herbs, nuts.  Sellers of meats, eggs, baked 
goods, honey, cider or any other food/ beverage items must provide the market 
manager with relevant state and county health permits. See below for breakdown of 
product requirements. Contact market manager for more information. 

8. Space size and parking requirements/restrictions: A single rental parking space will be 
considered one ten (10) feet wide by ten (10) feet long tent space. Rental spaces are not 
transferable. A vendor may rent a maximum of four spaces per business entity during 
the 2026 season. Spaces not used revert to the market to be re-assigned at the 
discretion of the market manager.  All spaces must be covered with a tent and will be 
assigned by the market manager. Vendor tents and any vehicles parked behind must be 
within the parking line as required by Liberty fire code. No vendor parked behind their 
tent can have ANY part of a vehicle extending beyond the parking lines. *There may be 
times when a vehicle is parked in your space upon arrival to the market.  Contact the 
market manager for assistance. We will do what we can to resolve the problem.  If the 
vehicle owner cannot be located, we will make accommodations accordingly.  
Vehicles of market vendors, other than those in rented spaces, must be parked away 
from the designated market area in the public parking lots to allow the maximum 
amount of parking space for customers. 



9. Pet policy: No dogs, cats or other pets/animals are allowed in the vendor booth space 
during market hours.  

10. No smoking and vaping policy: Smoking cigarettes, cigars, vapes is prohibited during the 
set-up, duration and tear-down of the market. This includes the vendor spaces, 
sidewalks, and grassy areas of the market footprint of the downtown area.                              

11. Liberty Fall Festival: Market operates every Saturday except: Saturday, 6/6 during Art 
on the Side and Quilt Walk and 9/26 during the Fall Festival. 
Those interested in participating in Art on the Side should contact The Artisan Market, 
and Fall Festival should contact The Liberty Area Chamber of Commerce early in the 
season to express their interest.  
The 4th of July market is pending, due to some downtown activities and parade. I will let 
vendors know ASAP if we’ll be having a market that day.  

12. Rules Enforcement: All vendors will abide by the market management’s decisions 
regarding the enforcement of the Rules and Regulations. Market assistant will work 
under the direction of market manager and is authorized to enforce rules on market 
manager's behalf. Vendors who fail to abide by the rules and regulations shall be 
excluded from selling at the Farmers’ Market. No refunds will be given.  

13.  Attendance: will be taken each Saturday. At the end of each market day, vendors will 
be asked if they plan to be there next Saturday. Vendors must let the market manager 
know their attendance intention for the next week either verbally or by email by the 
Wednesday of the preceding market day. Manager will work to find a substitute vendor 
for the space.  
No call no show policy: While we understand emergencies do arise, we do not allow 
no call no shows at the market. Vendors will be charged the $50 day rate for no call no 
shows. You’re at risk of losing your booth space entirely for repeated no shows. No 
refunds will be given.  
Card must be kept on file at the beginning of each season and this fee will 
automatically be charged for no call no shows. This paperwork will need to be filled 
out before the start of the season at the vendor meeting.      
  

14. Market tokens: Vendors must accept all approved tokens (wooden Liberty market 
tokens, Double Up Food Bucks tokens, SNAP tokens, and possibly others). Vendors will 
be informed on approved tokens and programs by the market manager on a rolling 
basis.  
Vendors must turn in their tokens each week to the market’s information booth by 
11:45 AM.  
Reimbursement (in the form of a check) will be distributed on the first Saturday of each 
month for the previous month’s transactions. Final checks are automatically mailed at 
the end of the season. Vendors have 90 days to cash their check before it is considered 
null and void. Checks will not be reissued.  

15. Food & beverage vendors:  
Vendors shall abide by the Clay County Health Department (CCPHC) regulations and 
adhere to safe food handling practices regarding the preparation, handling and 
presentation of all food and items for sale.  



No sampling or production of product on-site is allowed unless a CCPHC Temporary 
Food Establishment permit or a CCHD Farmers Market Food Permit is obtained. Food 
sampled on-site must adhere to CCPHC            
regulations on the last page of “Requirements for Farmers’ Markets.” Vendors that do 
not comply risk being shut down by the Market Manager and/or Health Department. No 
refunds will be given.  

 
 
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SALE OF SPECIFIC PRODUCTS 
THESE GUIDELINES ARE BASED ON REQUIREMENTS FROM THE CLAY COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 
CENTER AND IN SOME CASES DEFAULT TO STATE OF MO REGULATIONS.  
THIS DOCUMENT CAN BE FOUND AT CLAYHEALTH.COM/339/FOOD-ESTABLISHMENT-
OWNERSORGANIZERS-FORM. FARMERS MARKET HAS A SECTION TOWARDS THE BOTTOM WITH 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
MARKET LAWS AND COTTAGE LAW.  
Please view these documents at the link for more information about what is approved and 
the requirements.      
 
OTHER VENDOR REQUIREMENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:                                                                                              
 
INEDIBLE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS (HORTICULTURE, DECORATIVE PLANT MATERIAL, CUT 
FLOWERS, PUMPKINS, SEEDS): 

(a) Sale is allowed at the Farmers’ Market 
(b) Products must be grown by selling farmers within 200 miles of Downtown Liberty. 
(c) Sellers of live plants must be registered as Nursery Growers or Dealers, see FM manager 

for more details.  
 
CRAFT PRODUCERS/ CRAFTERS PRODUCTS: 

(a) Sale is allowed at the Farmers’ Market if craft is assembled within 200 miles of 
Downtown Liberty. 

(b) No resale is allowed, craft must be assembled by vendor or their employees.  
(c) Any products that depict images or representations that are not public domain must be 

licensed to reproduce.                                                                                                                                        
(d) Products offered must go through the application process with item inspection by the 

Market Manager or a designated crafters advisor before acceptance to be a member of 
the market.   

 
SPROUTS, MICROGREENS, WILD & CULTIVATED MUSHROOMS: 

(a) All sprouts sold at the market must be produced in a facility that is both licensed and 
inspected. Proof of the product facility license must be provided to the market 
manager.  

(b) No resale of sprouts, microgreens or cultivated mushrooms  
(c) Wild mushrooms will need to be certified by an expert- see MO Food Code.  

 



BEER, WINE, CIDER, MEAD, SPIRTS AND OTHER ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: 
(a) Vendor must obtain all required permits and provide them to the market manager 
(b) Vendor must hold a business license within 200 miles of downtown Liberty 
(c) Products sold must be in a sealed container. If a customer is seen walking away from a 

vendors booth with an open container (such as a cup of beer) the vendor will be asked 
to leave immediately. This is due to Clay County Liquor License Codes. Our Market does 
not maintain a Liquor License for each market day.  
 

MARKET OPERATION, VIOLATIONS AND APPEAL PROCEDURES 
1. The Historic Downtown Liberty Farmers Market will operate as a standing team within the 

Historic Downtown Liberty, Inc. (HDLI) organization. 
2. A Market Team, comprised of farmers’ market vendors, local business representatives, 

community members and the Market Manager will provide advice and recommendations 
for operation of the market to the HDLI Executive Board. 

3. The Market Manager, who will report to the HDLI Executive Director, will be selected to 
represent and manage the market.  The Market Manager will be responsible for enforcing 
compliance of the market rules and regulations and will assist in day-to-day operation of the 
market. In the event of limited booth space, generally, farmers will get preference. 
Considerations such as seniority, booth size, products sold and vendor types will all factor 
into the decision of space allocation. The Farmers Market Manager has the authority to 
make decisions about prospective vendors and booth layout.   

4. A vendor, market consumer or the Market Manager may submit to the HDLI Executive 
Director, a signed written complaint against a vendor where there is cause to believe a 
violation of the market rules and regulations exists.  The identity of the complainant will not 
be revealed to the market vendors. The Market Manager will conduct an initial investigation 
of the complaint. The investigation will include an attempt to obtain detailed information 
from the complainant, the alleged violator and other witnesses before a determination is 
made of whether a violation has occurred.  For an immediately correctable violation, 
violators will be given oral warning indicating the offense and requesting compliance with 
market Rules and Regulations. The Market Manager will record the issuance of the warning. 
If the problem is not corrected by the following market day, the Market Manager will issue 
a written warning. If a product legitimacy violation occurs, arrangements will be made for a 
farm inspection within the next week. 

5. A vendor may appeal against the Market Manager’s decision to the HDLI Executive Board in 
writing. Pending review, the vendor may be prohibited from selling in the market. The 
Executive Board shall begin to hear the appeal within 14 days of the exclusion of the vendor 
from the Market. 

6. Rules and Regulations of the market may be changed during the year based on the 
recommendations of the Farmers’ Market Committee arising from circumstances 
unforeseen at the time of the creation of this document. 

7. If for any reason, the Market Manager asks a vendor to leave the market; their fee is non-
refundable.  If something happens beyond the vendor’s control and they must leave the 
market, fees are refunded but prorated through the date the vendor leaves the market. 



8. Due to the anticipated demolition and construction on Water St., the market map/vendor 
booth locations may need to change at any given point of the market season. The Market 
Manager will let the vendor know as soon as possible about the change in location. 

9. 2026 fees for participation in the market will be paid using the following schedule: 
Per space fees will be charged as follows (non-refundable): 
Annual per space fee (Pay by April 17th, 2026)   $450.00 
Monthly per space fee      $100.00  
Daily per space fee      $50.00 
Little Sprouts daily fee     $50.00 
*Please do not send any checks by mail. Booth fee may only be paid via online invoice 
sent by our office once vendor is approved for the season.  
 

I agree that I have read, understand, and will abide by the 2026 Rules and Regulations for the 
HDLI Farmers Market.  
 
 
Sign: _______________________________________________  Date: _____________ 
 

 

 


